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In the Caribbean Fishery Management Council (CFMC)'s bulletin you will find
announcements, facts about marine species, and valuable information on fishing
and regulations that rule this activity in Puerto Rico and the US Virgin Islands.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITATS
Essential Fish Habitats (EFH) include coral reefs, seagrass beds,
mangroves, estuaries, and deep waters that are necessary for
reproduction, feeding, growth, and shelter for marine species. Learn
more about EFH! Visit https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLGplJZPX6mO9iB9KWuVh94_t8jq-mq6Wn to watch the videos.

Don’t forget to subscribe! Also, visit
https://caribbeanfmc.com/outreach-education-f and request access
to the book: Marine Ecosystems of Puerto Rico and the USVI. It’s
free!

DO YOU KNOW THE BLACKFIN TUNA?
The blackfin tuna (Thunnus
atlanticus) is the smallest tuna
species in the genus Thunnus,
generally growing to a maximum
of 100 cm (39 in) in length and
weighing 21 kg (46 lb). Blackfin
tuna have oval-shaped bodies,
black backs with a slight yellow
on the finlets, and yellow on the
sides of their bodies. Utilized
fresh, dried or salted. It does
not have seasonal closures and
it is an option among the variety
of species that are caught in
Puerto Rico and the USVI.
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Born in Kenya, Africa, Cedric is
the son of a Belgian father and a
French mother, and the grandson
of Puerto Rican grandparents.
Since 1984 he has been living in
Puerto Rico. He was raised in a
family with a great enthusiasm
for fishing and good food. As a
child, he learned fishing with his
father and his maternal
grandfather. The family’s main
passions—fishing and cooking—led
him to become a chef,
restaurateur, and fisherman. His
favorite fishing arts are vertical
jigging, trolling, and bucktail
jigging. Out of the three, his
favorite is the vertical jigging
due to the experience that this
modality provides. Cedric
describes vertical jigging as a
“one-on-one, physical, dynamic
and mental experience”. Some of
the species Cedric enjoys
catching include mahi-mahi,
wahoo, kingfish, and tuna.
Generally speaking, Cedric enjoys
Pictures provided by: Cedric Taquin

saltwater fishing and catching
pelagic fishes.

As a fisherman and chef, Cedric promotes the “catch of the day”
(to eat what is available and seasonal) and believes that fishing
closures are a great instrument to give marine species a break, so
the species can have the opportunity to reproduce. Seasonal
fishing closures combine the fishers’ knowledge with science,
favoring the fishery resource’s protection.
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As a marketing strategy, he
believes that closures are
wonderful. It allows him to vary
the menu, educate his
clientele, and have customers
waiting for certain species.
“Once a seasonal closure ends,
the customers quickly return to
the restaurant, asking for that
particular fish,” Cedric says.

His restaurant, MenTa Cuisine,
has already celebrated its 11th
anniversary. COVID-19 forced
many people to undergo
reinvention. His restaurant,
previously focused on the
dining-in experience, sold
delicious food through carry
out and delivery. Then, it
closed temporarily. MenTa
Cuisine is in a process of
transformation and recently
reopened its doors in Hatillo.
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Cedric, a fisherman and chef who dreamed as a child about
becoming a marine biologist, believes science is a great resource to
stay informed about the species and share what he has learned with
his clientele. “I like to encourage local fish consumption, that
customers learn something about what they are eating, no matter if it
is mutton snapper, grouper, or yellowfin tuna, for example.
Combining fishing, the preference for local products and closures,
and helping people to make better decisions is my passion”.

CFMC UPDATES
SEASONAL CLOSURE
CONTINUES!
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Remember that the red hind (Epinephelus guttatus) seasonal
closure continues until February 28th in federal waters of the
US Caribbean Economic Exclusive Zone and in local waters of
Puerto Rico. Do not catch, transport, sell, buy, or consume
during the closure!

Visit https://caribbeanfmc.com/calendars/closed-seasons to
check the closed seasons calendars.
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