
 
 1 

Queen Conch Revision 

Explanation 

 In the Caribbean queen conch minimum size limit 

regulations, NMFS proposes to change the first “and” to “or” to 

clarify that the minimum size length for a Caribbean queen conch 

is determined by either measuring the tip of the spire to the 

distal end of the shell, which must be at least 9 inches (22.9 

cm), or measuring the lip width at its widest point, which must 

be at least 3/8 inches (9.5 cm).  This is consistent with the 

Council’s original intent in the Fishery Management Plan for 

Queen Conch Resources of Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands 

(61 FR 65481, December 13, 1996). 

 The current regulations for the Caribbean queen conch 

minimum size limit use “and” because the text is explaining that 

both of these methods of measurement may be used to determine 

the minimum size, however, only one must be true for a queen 

conch to meet the minimum size limit requirement.  Recently, the 

public has commented that the wording of this requirement is 

confusing (in that some believe they must meet both size limit 

requirements for a queen conch to meet the minimum size limit in 

Federal waters) and should be clarified.  Therefore, NMFS is 

revising the text to clarify this point. 

 

Codified text 
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For the reasons set out in the preamble, 50 CFR part 622 is 

amended as follows: 

PART 622--FISHERIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, GULF, AND SOUTH ATLANTIC 

1.  The authority citation for part 622 continues to read 

as follows: 

Authority:  16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

2.  In § 622.492, paragraph (a) is revised to read as follows: 
 

§ 622.492  Minimum size limit. 

 (a) The minimum size limit for Caribbean queen conch is 9 

inches (22.9 cm) in length, that is, from the tip of the spire 

to the distal end of the shell, or 3/8 inch (9.5 mm) in lip 

width at its widest point.  A queen conch with a length of at 

least 9 inches (22.9 cm) or a lip width of at least 3/8 inch 

(9.5 mm) is not undersized. 

* * * * * 


