
Lane snapper

Recogn i zed  by  a  d i f fu sed  b lack  spo t

ma in l y  above  the  l a t e ra l  l i ne  and

be low  the  ante r i o r  por t i on  o f  the  so f t

do r sa l - f i n  r a y s .  Adu l t s  a re  f ound  ave r

a l l  t ypes  o f  bot toms ,  but  main l y

a round  co ra l  r ee f s  and  on  vege ta ted

sandy  a reas .  C a t c h  a n d  s a l e  a r e
p r o h i b i t e d  f r o m  A p r i l  1 s t  t h r o u g h

J u n e  3 0 t h  i n  f e d e r a l  w a t e r s .  

Blue runner

A  schoo l ing  spec ie s  gene ra l l y  not

f a r  f r om  the  coas t ,  i n  coas ta l

mar ine  and  brack i sh  wate r s  to  a t

l ea s t  100m  depth .  They  spawn

o f f sho re  f r om  Janua r y  th rough

Augus t .  

White grunt

S i l ve r y  c ream  co lo r  wi th  numerous

ye l l ow  and  b lue  hor i zon ta l  s t r ipes

p re sen t  th roughout  the  body  co lo r

va r i ab le  but  usua l l y  l i gh t  ye l l ow i sh .

Found  i n  dense  agg rega t i ons  dur ing

the  day  on  patch  r ee f s ,  a round  co ra l

f o rmat ions .  o r  on  sandy  bot toms .  I t s

a ve rage  s i ze  i s  s i x  i nches  to  more

than  a  f oo t .

Underutilized species
The  hea l th  and  sus ta inab i l i t y  o f  the  mar ine  f i she r i e s

depend  es sen t i a l l y  on  the  s ta tus  o f  the  spec ie s  i n  the

mar ine  ecosy s tem .  The  number s  and  pounds  o f  f i sh

caught  by  f i sh ing ,  the  gea r s  and  the  f i she r s '  boat s  cause

impac t  on  the  f i sh  popu la t i ons .  The  soc ioeconomic

bene f i t  i s  j u s t  as  impor tan t .  Fo r  these  r ea son  i t  i s

neces sa r y  tha t  sea food  consumer s  l ea rn  and  r ecogn i ze

the  d i f f e ren t  f i sh  and  sea food  spec ie s  tha t  they  demand

in  the  marke t s  and  r e s tau ran t s .  

Bes ides  those  spec ie s  tha t  a re  t r ad i t i ona l l y  presen t  on

our  t ab le s ,  the re  a re  many  othe r  abundant ,  ed ib le ,  easy

to  cook  and  de l i c i ous  tha t  the  consumer  may  r eques t

when  the  t r ad i t i ona l  spec ie s  a re  proh ib i t ed .  I t  i s

impor tan t  to  know  tha t  these  spec ie s  may  va r y  f r om

coas t  to  coas t  i n  Pue r to  R ico  and  the  U .S .  V i rg in  I s l ands .  

Lutjanus sinagris Haemulon plumierii

Caranx crysos




