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The Bucanneer Hotel, St. Croix USVI - August 20-21, 2019

Mr. Carlos Farchette (middle), former CFMC Chair; representing the St. Croix
fishers and Mr. Tony Blanchard (right), representing St. Thomas/St. John fishers
were juramentados Council members. Capt. Marcos Hanke was nominated and
elected as Council Chair and Mr. Tony Blanchard as ViceChair.
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The CFMC Executive Director, Mr. Miguel Rolón announced the development of
a five-year budget 2020-2025 as well as the Strategic Plan to be developed by Dr.
Michelle Duval. He also described the WECAFC projects on the issues of queen conch
and spiny lobster, spawning aggregations of dolphinfish and wahoo in which the
CFMC collaboration is very important.

Dr. Richard Appledorn,
SSC Chair presented the
results of their meeting to
discuss their Conceptual
Model for the Fishery
Ecosystem Plan (FEP)
being developed. Thy
initiated their discussion
with the Risk Analysis
identifying the different
issues –fishing practices,
land-based sources of
pollution and climate
change– among others
involved in the fishery
and the connection
between these issues.
They will continue with
the development of the
conceptual model and
then complete the risk
analysis exercise.
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Status of Fishery Ecosystem Plan
DAP Reports
Puerto Rico Nelson Crespo
presented the revision of
the PR conceptual model.
DAP request the inclusion
of the local and the federal
agencies in the process to
get better management.
Some of the comments,
specially from legal points
stress that the Council
cannot get into state issues,
but if the fishery is affected
the Council can bring the
issue to the local agencies.

St. Thomas/St/John
Julian Magrass. They are
concerned that local and
federal governments are
not included in the EBFM
Planning Team. They
want to develop an easier
model. They identified 11
essential issues and not
a “spiderweb” model like
the one recommended.
They want the regulating
agencies involved in the
project from the beginning.
Fishers have done long
enough to protect the
fishery resources.
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St. Croix William Tobias.
New levels were added,
and the ecosystem model is
now more complex. Other
participants are essential for
these models.

Claude Berry (Buddy) President, Fishery Advisory Committee (FAC) St. Thomas/St. John.
Recommends Justice Dept for legal advice. Provide advice to the Commissioner. Similar to
the PR Fishing Board. Topics deal mainly with regulations. Request from the Council that
the Council has compatibility in federal waters.

Miguel Rolón informs that the Council will create a Council Advisory Body to develop a
timeline and continue working with the issues developed by the FEP Working Group. An
online meeting of the Council will be called to discuss this issue and the results will be
reported in the December 2019 Regular Meeting.
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Caribbean Fishery Management Council Five-Year
Strategic Plan: Proposed Approach and Timeline
Michelle Duval was
the specialist for the
development of the
Southeast region Strategic
Plan. She presented a
description of the process
to develop the Plan and the
importance for the Council
to produce the document
and use it as guideline for
the next five years. The
process will include online
stakeholder survey to
define current concerns and
future priorities; definitions
of success; suggested
improvements, new ideas.
It will also include outreach
meetings in each one of the
Islands to present survey
results and get additional
input. In a brainstorming
session several ideas were
expressed by Council
members on the Vision for
the Strategic Plan.
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The Emergence of Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease
(SCTLD) in St. Thomas and Possible Impacts to Fisheries
The emergence of stony coral
tissue loss disease in St. Thomas
and possible impacts to fisheries

Marilyn Brandt, Ph.D.
Research Associate Professor
Center for Marine and Environmental Studies
University of the Virgin Islands

mbrandt@uvi.edu
340-693-1376

V. Brandtneris

Marilyn Brandt made a very detailed
presentation of this new disease, that is affecting
hard corals in Florida and in St. Thomas, USVI.
It kills corals leaving a white skeleton, and they
do not recover. Researchers ar utilizing a variety
of antibiotics and other treatments with no
result. Also, they are culturing healthy corals
out of the water to substitute the dead corals.
The disease is transmissible through the water.
USVI has a coral reef disease working group,
meets weekly to discuss advance of the findings.
At present it is only present in St. Thomas,
not St. John or St. Croix. They are calling for
people who visit the areas to report what they

see. Highly susceptible are the brain corals
species. Branching corals are not affected by
the disease as of now. It is is a very fast disease,
killing ht entire coral in a month. The pathogen
is not known at this moment. The infection is
transmitted through water transport. Probably
has been brought in to the USVI from the
Everglade by ballast water. This new one affects
up to 22 species. Loss of corals increase algal
cover and presence of dinoflagellates which
could be associated to ciguatera. Fish parasites
are more common also due to coral loss.
Fishers from USVI requested that fishers be
included in the Advisory Panel.
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Update on WECAFC Projects
WECAFC/CFMC/OSPESCA/CRFM Spawning Aggregation Working Group

Regional Fish Spawning Aggregation
Fishery Management Plan

29-31 Oct. 2013

27-29 Mar. 2018

Yvonne Sadovy, Ken Lindeman, Jamez Azueta & Martha Prada

Dr. Marta Prada, Independent Consultant, made
a presentation to the Council on the results of
the Queen Conch Working Group to develop
management measures for species that are
present throughout the Caribbean. There’s a
protocol for developing the guides and plans.
There is deficient data on the landings of queen
conch throughout the region which makes
difficult to assess the total production of conch
meat for the market. Stock assessment is needed
to evaluate the condition of the populations.
A fish spawning aggregations Fishery
Management Plan is being developed to protect
species such as nassau grouper and mutton
snapper complex from being fished during

their spawning aggregations. The working
group to make recommendations is formed by
WECAFC/CFMC/OSPESCA/CRFM. There
are gaps in socioeconomic information, illegal
fishing, and the reproductive process of the
species. The Grammanik Bank Reserve has been
very successful increasing in aggregations of
the Nassau grouper and red hind in St. Thomas.
Vieques and Eastern PR. The aggregations will
be more valuable to the fishing community for
tourism if fishers do not fish the animals during
their reproductive aggregation. They reproduce
only during that time. These two species are
iconic in the region and are under danger of
overfishing. They are protected in the U.S. EEZ.
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The Life History of Parrotfish and Queen triggerfish
Throughout the US Caribbean
Virgina Shervette presented
the results of her research.
There’s poor fishery
reporting and lack of
specific reporting. Lack of
trust between fishers and
managers. They are working
with Spotlight Parrotfish
in the US Caribbean; size
structure, age structure,
growth parameters,
reproductive dynamics
(spawning seasonality,
frequency, size at sexual
maturity and sexual
transition.

Age, growth, and reproductive biology of a data-deficient
parrotfish species (Sparisoma viride) in the US Caribbean

Virginia Shervette, Graham Wagner, Jesus Rivera Hernandez
Fish/Fisheries Conservation Lab USCA
August 2019

Outreach and Education Update
Update on O & E Activities
• Poster and placemats: Edible
Fishes of Puerto Rico

• Help consumers recognize the
species they demand.
• Identify species with
management measures: size
and closed seasons.

• Seasonal closures

• Consumers must know fishes
with closed seasons and why
are they prohibited.

• 60 + restaurants involved

18/8/19

Alida Ortiz OEAP

4

Dr. Alida Ortiz, OEAP
Chair presented the
outreach activities
conducted to bring
information to the public
in issues related to learning
about the marine fishery
ecosystem and the citizen’s
responsibility to know and
protect the resources.
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167th Meeting Highlights

Council’s Headquarter, San Juan, Puerto Rico - October 23, 2019

The Caribbean Fishery Management Council held a webinar meeting to consider
establishing an Ecosystem-Based Fishery Management Advisory Panel. Five persons
were considered, and the information will be presented to the Council on the 168th
Regular Meeting December, 2019 in Puerto Rico.

Acronyms
ABC - Acceptable Biological Catch

NMFS - National Marine Fisheries Service

ACL - Annual Catch Limit

NOAA - National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

AM - Accountability Measures
CFMC - Caribbean Fishery Management Council
DAP - District Advisory Panel
EBFMP - Ecosystem-Based Fishery Management Plan
EEZ - Exclusive Economic Zone

NS1 - National Standard 1
OFL - Overfishing Limit
OY - Optimum Yield
PR - Puerto Rico
SSC - Scientific and Statistical Committee

FEP - Fishery Ecosystem Plan
FMP - Fishery Management Plans
FMU - Fishery Management Unit
IBFMP - Island Based Fishery Management Plan
MSA – Magnuson Steven Act

SFSC - South Fisheries Science Center
STT/STJ - St. Thomas / St. John
STX - St. Croix
USVI - United States Virgin Islands
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Thanks to Council Staff for their
revision of this bulletin.

The Caribbean Newsletter is published by The Caribbean Fishery Management Council. Its purpose
is to report developments in fisheries management that would be of interest to its readers. Please
credit the council when reprinting articles used in this newsletter. Anyone wishing to submit
information or articles pertaining to fishing or fisheries management, or letters to the editor on
a pertinet issue, is invited and encouraged to do so. These may be mailed to Natalia Perdomo,
Caribbean Newsletter, 270 Muñoz Rivera Avenue Suite 401 San Juan Puerto Rico, 00918, or may be
sent via internet to this email address nataliaperdomo_cfmc@yahoo.com.

