
 

 

April 17, 2019 

 

Mr. Marcos Hanke 

Chair, Caribbean Fishery Management Council  

270 Muñoz Rivera Ave., Suite 401  

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918  

 

 

Re:  Recommendations for the island-based fishery management plans (IBFMPs) 

 

Dear Chairman Hanke, 

 

Please accept the following comments from The Pew Charitable Trusts (Pew) regarding 

development of the Puerto Rico, St. Croix, and St. Thomas / St. John Exclusive Economic Zone 

Comprehensive Fishery Management Plans1, which are collectively known as the Island-Based 

Fishery Management Plans (IBFMPs).   

 

Pew supports approval of these three plans, with the current preferred alternatives, by the 

Caribbean Fishery Management Council (Council) during the April 23rd – 24th meeting in 

San Juan, Puerto Rico.  

 

The IBFMPs represent a shift in the way that the Council will manage fisheries into the future that 

seeks to better account for the environmental, social, and cultural differences among islands, and 

presents an opportunity to ensure the use of both the best available science2 and local knowledge.   

They are also an important step toward a more comprehensive approach to fisheries management 

that will be better for ocean ecosystems and the people who rely on them.   

 

Council approval would mark the conclusion of a thorough process that has lasted over 7 years 

and 18 council meetings.  During this time, the Council has solicited public input multiple times, 

and worked closely with the district advisory panels (DAPs) for each island and with the Science 

and Statistical Committee (SSC) to address issues central to U.S. Caribbean fisheries.  These 

include which species would most benefit from federal management, how the diverse cultures and 

economies of each island impact and are impacted by federal fisheries management, and 

                                                 
1 See all three draft DEIS at: http://www.caribbeanfmc.com/fmps%20island%20specific%20%20-

%20march%202014/Puerto%20Rico%20Draft%20EIS%20Draft%20Action%20and%20Alternatives%2002-19-

2014.pdf, http://www.caribbeanfmc.com/fmps%20island%20specific%20%20-

%20march%202014/STX%20Draft%20EIS%20Draft%20Action%20and%20Alternatives%2002_19_2014.pdf, 

http://www.caribbeanfmc.com/fmps%20island%20specific%20%20-

%20march%202014/STT_STJ%20Draft%20EIS%20Draft%20Action%20and%20Alternatives%2002_19_2014.pdf 
2 See Magnuson-Stevens Fisheries Conservation and Management Act 16 U.S.C. § 1801(c)(8)-(9) 

http://www.caribbeanfmc.com/fmps%20island%20specific%20%20-%20march%202014/Puerto%20Rico%20Draft%20EIS%20Draft%20Action%20and%20Alternatives%2002-19-2014.pdf
http://www.caribbeanfmc.com/fmps%20island%20specific%20%20-%20march%202014/Puerto%20Rico%20Draft%20EIS%20Draft%20Action%20and%20Alternatives%2002-19-2014.pdf
http://www.caribbeanfmc.com/fmps%20island%20specific%20%20-%20march%202014/Puerto%20Rico%20Draft%20EIS%20Draft%20Action%20and%20Alternatives%2002-19-2014.pdf
http://www.caribbeanfmc.com/fmps%20island%20specific%20%20-%20march%202014/STX%20Draft%20EIS%20Draft%20Action%20and%20Alternatives%2002_19_2014.pdf
http://www.caribbeanfmc.com/fmps%20island%20specific%20%20-%20march%202014/STX%20Draft%20EIS%20Draft%20Action%20and%20Alternatives%2002_19_2014.pdf
http://www.caribbeanfmc.com/fmps%20island%20specific%20%20-%20march%202014/STT_STJ%20Draft%20EIS%20Draft%20Action%20and%20Alternatives%2002_19_2014.pdf
http://www.caribbeanfmc.com/fmps%20island%20specific%20%20-%20march%202014/STT_STJ%20Draft%20EIS%20Draft%20Action%20and%20Alternatives%2002_19_2014.pdf


development of novel scientific tools and methods tailored to the needs of this region.  For 

example, the preferred alternatives in each plan for Action 2, Stocks Managed under the (Puerto 

Rico, St. Thomas/St. John and St. Croix) FMP were determined by utilizing ecological, economic, 

and social considerations and following a stepwise process to decide which species should be 

federally managed. The DAP’s and SSC reviewed the draft lists of species to be managed several 

times to identify those species which are most crucial for inclusion in each plan, and thus they 

reflect both local fisher’s knowledge and expert scientific opinion.  

 

From tourism to fishing businesses, the ocean powers the Caribbean economy, and these plans will 

help balance human needs with sustainable management of the region’s diverse ecosystems.   

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments.  We look forward to continuing work 

with you to ensure a healthy marine ecosystem that can support jobs, recreation, and provide food 

for generations to come.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
Yasmin Vélez-Sánchez  

Officer, U.S. Oceans 

The Pew Charitable Trusts 

 


