
Topics for Discussion at the CFMC Session of June 24, 2020 
Agenda Item: SOPPs Possible Amendment 

  
Given the imminent possible approval of the IBFMPs in 2020-21, and the 
representation from the three island areas, questions came up regarding the 
elections of officers of the CFMC. 
 
The latest draft SOPPs (April 2015) submitted in 2015 for Secretarial approval, 
state, regarding elections of officials: 
 
2.3.3 Officers 
 
"A Chairperson and Vice Chairperson are elected from the voting members of the Council by a 
majority vote of the voting members present and voting. Both serve for one year and may 
succeed themselves. They are elected at the first regular Council meeting held after August 11 
(election meeting) and their terms of office expire at the next meeting after August 11 of the 
subsequent year. If the Council terms of either or both of the officers end before a regular election 
meeting, the Council shall appoint at the next regular Council meeting interim officers to serve 
until the next election meeting." 

  
Some alternatives (members could add more) that could be considered: 
 
1. Rotate the chair and vice-chair among the three island areas. 

 
2. No more than two consecutive terms for chair and vice-chair. 
 
3. Establish the mechanism of “Chair-elect.” The Chair, Chair-elect, and Vice-

Chair are elected after August 11, and the Chair-elect becomes the Chair at 
the following year or at the end of the Chair’s term, or in case the Chair has to 
leave the CFMC before finishing the term. 

 
4. No action—no change in the way officials are elected.  
 

The other item suggested for discussion regarding the “at-large positions” will need an 
amendment to the MSA.  
 
Present language: 

“MSA Section 302(a)(1)(D) establishes the Caribbean Fishery Management 

Council and sets forth the membership.  Per that Section, "[t]he Caribbean 

Council shall have 7 voting members, including 4 appointed by the Secretary in 

accordance with subsection (b)(2) (at least one of whom shall be appointed from 

each such State)."  The other three members are the regional director of the 

NMFS Southeast Regional Office (or designee), and the heads of the Puerto 

Rico and USVI agencies with management responsibility for marine fisheries, as 

appointed by the Governor (or designee). MSA Section 302(b)(1).” 


