
 

 
BRIEF SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

1. The 1st WECAFC Preparatory meeting for the transformation into a Regional Fisheries Management 

Organization (RFMO) was held in Bridgetown, Barbados on 25-26 March 2019. The meeting was 

attended by 45 participants from 20 Members, as well as 12 observers from 9 partners organizations, 8 

international experts and FAO. 

 

2. The meeting was held as a follow-up to the deliberations at the 16th Session of the Commission (held in 

Guadeloupe, France, 20-24 June 2016/WECAFC) that agreed to:  

 

“launch a process to establish a RFMO and to clarify issues in relation to competency area, stocks 

coverage, budgetary implications for Members, institutional structure, membership, decision 

making processes, national sovereignty aspects, its objectives and any other relevant matters that 

the Members may wish to consider”.  

3. WECAFC Members decided to remove agenda item 17 on the Draft Convention / Agreement, since it 

was considered premature.  

 

4. WECAFC Members decided to add an agenda item explicitly considering the “roadmap” for next steps 

with their required responsibilities and resources.   

 

5. Several WECAFC Members stated that their interpretation of the decision at the 16th WECAFC session, 

and their way for proceeding, including exploring WECAFC as a strengthened Article VI body, along 

with alternative regional fisheries management entity/arrangements.  

 

6. WECAFC Members recommended that any international entity/arrangement that may be established 

should be consistent with the United Nations Law of the Sea Convention and other relevant 

international fisheries instruments. And should not prejudice the rights, jurisdictions and obligations of 

states under the Convention. 

 

7. WECAFC Members recommended that a regional fisheries management entity/arrangement would 

address core issues including: scientific functions, data collection and information systems, technology 

transfer, capacity building, trade related issues such as traceability and catch certification of fisheries 

products, Conservation and Management Measures (CMM), co-management, MCS, combatting IUU 

fishing in the region, while having flexibility to respond to new and emerging needs. 

 

8. WECAFC Members recommend that the regional fisheries management entity/arrangement would retain 

the broad objectives and thematic areas of WECAFC.  

 

9. WECAFC Members recommended to establish a regional fisheries management entity or arrangement 

that will define a convention area and a regulatory area in the ABNJ where binding measures can be 

implemented, and these could also include selected straddling and transboundary stocks, or highly 

migratory stocks within the EEZ without prejudice of the sovereign rights of WECAFC Members.  

 

10. Several WECAFC Members indicated that the feasibility of establishing a regional fisheries 

management entity or arrangement with regulatory powers in the ABNJ should be further evaluated at 

the national and sub-regional level. These Members indicated their willingness to undertake the 



evaluation of such feasibility in full consultation with stakeholders regarding their options, alternatives 

and design of the proposed entity/arrangement before the second preparatory meeting. This could 

include analyses of stocks to be covered. 

 

11. WECAFC Members recommended that duplication/overlapping with the stocks adequately covered by 

any other entity/arrangement should be avoided. 

 

12. WECAFC Members recommended that regional cooperation should continue to be strengthened 

through the existing RFBs and the several ongoing and planned fisheries-related initiatives. Especially 

to create synergies. 


