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• Basic concepts of Ecosystem Based
Management and their application to the
management measures. The objective is to
help fishers and consumers in general to
understand the components of the marine
ecosystem, the importance of the Fishery
Ecosystem Plan for the marine fishery
ecosystem and their responsibility in keeping it 
healthy and sustainable.

• Island Based Fishery Management Plans
(IBFMP) for Puerto Rico, St. Thomas/St.
John and St. Croix. The objective is for fishers
and consumers to recognize the species being
managed, their natural function in the marine 
ecosystem and the importance of management
measures to keep the ecosystem healthy and
the fishery resources sustainable.

• Sustainable Fish and Seafood
consumption to educate consumers on
the importance to consume these
products and, at the same time be aware
of the impact of removing those species 
from the ecosystem.

• Marine Protected Areas in Puerto Rico,
St. Thomas/St. John and St. Croix.
Their importance as instruments for the
protection of fishes spawning aggregation
and the regulations applied to these areas
from territorial and federal government 
agencies.

5YSPCommunication objectives that we are following
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Understanding Climate Change and its impact on the fishery 
ecosystem and the fisher’s community in the U.S. Caribbean
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Development of outreach and education materials and training sessions for fishers and the 

fishers’ community in the U.S. Caribbean to understand Climate Change and its impact on 

the fishery ecosystem. It complies with the CFMC  5 Years Strategic Plan Communication 

and Outreach Goal: Engage, educate, and inform a variety of audiences to improve public 

understanding and participation in the Council process, including understanding changes 

affecting fisheries (e.g., climate). 

  1) integrate fishers and their communities in initiatives to understand and apply the 

climate-related fisheries management planning actions proposed by the CFMC. Including 

them as an important social and economic component of the fisheries management actions 

complies with the equity and environmental justice strategy followed by NOAA. 

2) enrich the fisher’s ecological knowledge of the climate change impact on the marine 

fisheries ecosystem and stimulate their participation in the CFMC management initiatives.



Outreach products to be completed June 2024
Illustrated Booklet on Climate Change and Marine Fisheries in the US Caribbean
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Activities and Products for 2024-2025
• Next OEAP Meeting: June 27, 9:00 am -5:00 pm San 

Juan, PR

• Produce O&E materials to conduct Workshops with fishers
and their communities on the issues of climate change and 
the impacts on US Caribbean marine fisheries.

• Fish identification booklets for children based on IBFMPs.

• Integration of concepts on marine fisheries ecosystem in 
the US Caribbean to the regular education curriculum.
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O& EProducts…

• Materials for snapper/grouper deep-water fishing
DAPs recommendations for materials on deep-water
snapper/grouper fishing regulations.

• Understanding Stock assessment...not only fishers but 
all stakeholders

• Understanding management terminology: Optimum Yield
(OY), Allowable Catch Limit (ACL), Acceptable Biological 
Catch (ABC), and others.
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Cont…

►Produce Fact Sheet on Bajo de Sico and the fishery 
management regulations in the area.

►OEAP should offer a workshop on fishery management regulations 
for new DAP members similar to the PEPCO workshop
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Questions?
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