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Since the last reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (MSA), the South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council (SAFMC) has set Optimum Yield (OY) equal to the Annual Catch Limit
(ACL) for all of our species. To achieve OY, each sector must kill, land, and count all of their
allocation of fish, which goes against the OY for each sector. Recreational fishermen want/need a
higher abundance of fish to catch fish, and more recently, the recreational ethic has been to focus
more on catch and release. This then leads to a situation in which the commercial sector seeks a
transfer of quota from the recreational to the commercial sector since the commercial sector more
frequently meets their sector ACL.
The SAFMC is interested in discussing various ways to address this situation and recognizes that the
“Commercial OY” is to land their sector ACL to feed the nation and contribute to the regional and
national economy. On the other hand, the “Recreational OY” is to maintain a high abundance of fish
so they can successfully interact with the fish and take a few home to eat, while providing an
ecosystem benefit of increased reproduction and hopefully subsequent recruitment that benefits the
resource, the commercial sector, and the recreational sector. The recreational sector also contributes
to the regional and national economy.
The SAFMC is very interested in how the other Councils define OY and whether they have dealt
with the commercial versus recreational OY specifications. Also, any advice from NMFS and
NOAA GC would be welcome.
BACKGROUND ON OPTIMUM YIELD
I.
Magnuson-Stevens Act wording on Optimum Yield
104-297
(33) The term "optimum", with respect to the yield from a fishery, means the amount of fish
which—
(A) will provide the greatest overall benefit to the Nation, particularly with respect to food
production and recreational opportunities, and taking into account the protection of marine
ecosystems;
(B) is prescribed as such on the basis of the maximum sustainable yield from the fishery, as
reduced by any relevant economic, social, or ecological factor; and
(C) in the case of an overfished fishery, provides for rebuilding to a level consistent with
producing the maximum sustainable yield in such fishery.
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II.
A.

Previous OY Statements from Fishery Management Plans
Snapper Grouper FMP (1983)
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B.

Dolphin Wahoo FMP (2003)
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C.

Comprehensive ACL Amendment (2011)

D.

Current OY Statements for Hogfish (Snapper Grouper Amendment 37):

Preferred Alternative 2. Establish an ACL for the GA-NC stock. Specify commercial and
recreational ACLs using re-calculated sector allocations based on proposed modifications to the
management unit (69.13% commercial and 30.87% recreational). The ABC for the GA-NC
stock = 35,716 pounds whole weight (lbs ww).
Sub-alternative 2a. ACL = OY = ABC
Preferred Sub-alternative 2b. ACL = OY = 95% ABC
Sub-alternative 2c. ACL = OY = 90% ABC
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III.

Possible future OY Statements

A.

Alternatives with separate OY statements for recreational and commercial:

Alternative 1. No Action. ACL = OY = X% ABC.
Alternative 2. Commercial OY = Commercial ACL
Alternative 3. Recreational OY = Recreational ACT
Discussion
The Recreational ACT does not need to be set as currently done. It could be set to
account for the need for a higher biomass of fish for a successful recreational fishing experience.
B.
Alternatives with a more general OY statement that includes both recreational and
commercial:
Alternative 1. No Action. ACL = OY = X% ABC.
Alternative 2. Optimum Yield (OY) equals the amount of fish that provides the greatest overall
benefit to the Nation, particularly with respect to food production and recreational opportunities,
while taking into account the protection of marine ecosystems. OY is specified on the basis of
the Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC), as reduced by any relevant economic, social, or
ecological factor and the need to address management uncertainty. In the case of an overfished
fishery, OY provides for rebuilding to a level consistent with producing the ABC in such fishery.
Alternative 3. Others?
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